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Extending Discipleship, Exploring Vocation (EDEV) is an initiative by the Methodist Church following a report that was accepted by the Methodist Conference in 2006.  It aims to encourage people to deepen their discipleship, explore their vocation and discern their ministry.

As part of the EDEV initiative, it is hoped that people will meet together in small groups of 6 to 12 people for conversation, prayer, reflection and study and that such groups will focus on four areas:

1. Extending Discipleship and Exploring Vocation, looking at personality and gifts, variety of ministries in and beyond the Church, and the nature of mission.
2. Theological reflection on Church and world, including placement work, often starting within people’s home Circuits, and then encouraging them to go further from their previous experience and current immediate context.
3. Understanding Methodism and forming Methodist Identity.
4. Engagement with the Learning Church.  The key element here is the extension of knowledge alongside the expanding of experience that can inform theological reflection.

District Vocational Reflection Group

In conjunction with the Lincoln and Grimsby District, we will be running a group in 2011 for people who wish to explore their calling.  This exploration might lead to candidating for Methodist ministry, or to decisions about other forms of ministry.

The sessions will be held on the second Saturday of the month, from March 12th through to December 10th 2011 (10 sessions in total) and from around 10am to 3.30pm.  The venues for the sessions will be Nuthall Methodist Church, a venue in Lincoln and Cliff College.

A range of people will lead the sessions so that the group can benefit from their expertise and experience.  Topics such as theological reflection, God in the community, Methodism, Discipleship, responding to God’s grace and the candidating process for Methodist ministry will be explored.

Please will you consider whether this is something that you and/or other people in your Circuit and church would like to take part in.  To get involved, or for further details, please contact Rev. Dr. Robert Foster.
Circuit EDEV Groups

There is currently one circuit-based EDEV group meeting within the Nottingham and Derby District.  It would be good to be able to form more circuit-based groups around the District so that more people will be within easy reach of a group that will enable them to deepen their discipleship, explore their vocation and discern their ministry.  Please contact Rev. Dr. Robert Foster if you would like to explore leading or attending one of these groups.

Deepening Discipleship

All Christians are called to discipleship – learning from Jesus and to following his example in daily life.  From its earliest days, Methodism has encouraged and enabled people to become better disciples of Jesus and deepening discipleship is still an important aspect of what it means to be a Methodist Christian.  There are many ways in which to practice discipleship and it can be helpful for Christians to take time to think about their own discipleship and about how they may grow and change as Christians.
If it would be helpful for your church or circuit to explore ways of deepening discipleship, please contact Rev. Dr. Robert Foster, who will be happy to meet with individuals, church groups or circuit groups to explore ways of deepening discipleship.  Robert is also able to preach about discipleship, lead discipleship workshops and help to plan discipleship groups.
Online Resources
If you wish to explore EDEV resources online, here are a few websites that may be of help:

Methodist Discipleship

http://www.methodist.org.uk/discipleship/
Deepening Discipleship

http://www.deepeningdiscipleship.org.uk/
Disciple – becoming disciples through Bible study

www.methodist.org.uk/disciple/
Candidating for Methodist Ministry

http://www.methodist.org.uk/candidating/
Methodist Vocation Days

http://www.methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=opentoyou.content&cmid=3013
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