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Request for cessation of worship (Standing Order 943(1))


	1 
	Name of Church 
	

	2 
	Circuit Name and Number
	

	3a 
	Reasoned statement, explaining why the Church Council and members believe that public worship should cease. 
	

	3b 
	What conversations have there been with the District? (e.g. Chair, Mission or Evangelism enabler). In this section please address what ongoing mission opportunities there may be and that you have addressed the questions raised in the Strategic Guidance for the use of (Methodist) property in mission on the Connexional web site. 
	

	4a 
	Present membership and change in membership over the past five years. 
	___ adults   ___ children & young people (under 18 years) 

	4b 
	Number of people on the community role. 
	___ adults ___ children & young people

	5a 
	Church finances, funds held including general fund and reserves (this includes money at the CFB & TMCP). 
	

	5b 
	Please state if any of the money noted in 5a has restrictions or is endowed. 
	

	5c 
	Please enclose a copy of the latest ‘standard accounts’. 
	

	6 
	A brief summary statement of the current state of the premises. 
	

	7a 
	Date of the Church Council decision and details of the voting. 
	Date: 
Present and able to vote: 
For cessation:
Against:
Abstention: 

	7b 
	Date of the Circuit Meeting decision and details of the voting. 
	Date: 
Present and able to vote: 
For cessation:
Against:
Abstention:

	7c 
	Please explain how the proposed closure fits within the Circuit strategic policy plan. 
	

	8a 
	How close is the nearest Methodist Church? 
	

	8b 
	What other churches are close by and have there been discussions with other denominations? 
	

	8c 
	In addition to Worship what other activities take place on the premises? 
	

	9 
	If permission to cease public worship is granted what pastoral provisions will be put in place. 
	

	10 
	If permission is given to cease public worship what is the Local Church and Circuit’s preferred option for the future of the building, taking into consideration Connexional and District strategic advice? Please give reasons for that view. 
	



Signatures: 
 
_______________________________________ Church Council Secretary, date ________________ 
 
_______________________________________ Minister in pastoral charge, date ________________ 
 
_______________________________________ District Chair, date ______________
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